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Councilor:

From Hanlin Scholar to Grand

On the Character and Life of Fan

Zhi

Yang, Zun-kuei”

Abstract

Fan Zhi (JEH, 911-964), was a key figure who witnessed the
dynastic transitions from the Five Dynasties to the early Song
period. More than a bystander, Fan was an accomplished official
capable of independently managing state affairs and advocating for
the recognition of talent. Although he was praised by later
generations as a “virtuous minister,” his reputation was not without
controversy. In particular, his failure to fully serve Emperor Shizong
of Later Zhou (& & 152, 921-959, 1.954-959) led to the criticism.
This essay builds upon prior scholarships to examine Fan Zhi’s
political conduct and contributions throughout his career. It
explores his various official roles—such as Hanlin Academician and
Grand Councilor—and his involvement in drafting important
political documents including imperial edicts and proclamations.
The essay also analyzes his responses to key dynastic transitions,

especially from Later Han to Later Zhou and from Later Zhou to

*

Ph.D., Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University.
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Song. Through this investigation, we see that Fan Zhi’s political
decisions were shaped by intricate considerations and a pragmatic
approach to changing regimes. His personality—marked by
impatience, self-restraint, and a boldness in criticism—was forged
through the challenges of officialdom. While later scholars such as
Zhu Xi(%%, 1130-1200) grouped Fan Zhi with figures like Fong
Dao ({38, 882-954), criticizing his moral compromises, Fan still
demonstrated notable courage—for example, by confronting
Emperor Taizu of Song (R AJiH, 927-976, r. 960-976) after the coup
that brought him to power. In doing so, Fan Zhi played a significant
role in inspiring morale among Song officials during a critical

period of dynastic transition.

Keywords: Fan Zhi, Grand Councilor, Hanlin Scholar
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