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The Promotion and Effect of 
Juntun of Wei�So System in the 

Northern Border Area within 
Early Ming Dynasty: before the 

21st Year of Hongwu 

Zhang, Jui-pin∗
�

Abstract 

After the Mongolian Yuan forces were expelled from the 

border area of the northern Saibai (��), many soldiers governed 

by Ming Taizu (����1328-1399) had to be stationed to the 

north in order to consolidate the border. According to the data of 

“Ming Shi, Shi Huo Zhi (���	
�)”, Wu han (��
 pointed 

out that, the food supply of the army of Ming Taizu to the north 

mainly adopts the way of “Juntun Zi Shi (���	)”, and there is 

no problem of the lack of military food in the northern border area. 

Another researcher, Wang yu-quan (��� ), argues that the 

northern army Tuntian (��), while not fully addressing the lack 

of food supplies to the military, has solved a significant part of the 

problem. Wang mainly uses the materials of the “Wan Li Hui Dian 

(����)” to make the above comments. However, according to 

the records of the “Zheng De Hui Dian (����)”, this paper 
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finds that the contents of the Tuntian of the army in the period of 

Ming Taizu are somewhat different from those of the “Wan Li Hui 

Dian”, and that the Ming Taizu himself has mentioned the situation 

of “Northern army food, all out of the people” in the “Ming Taizu 

Shi Lu (�����)”. Therefore, the author thinks that there 

seems to be a need for further research on the effectiveness of 

military tuntian in the period of Ming Taizu. 

Through the study of “Ming Taizu Shi Lu” and “Zheng De 

Hui Dian”, this article concludes that: the Army Tuntian in the 

period of Ming Taizu has undergone a process of gradual 

development. Among them, the first seven years of Ming Taizu 

(1368-1374), the northern border area just began to set up the 

Army Tuntian the effect is not good; therefore, from the eighth 

year (1375), began to promote the “Dong Bing Tuntian (���

	)”, only gradually complete the basis of JunTun, but because the 

Ming and Mongolian war had being continued, so in the first 21 

years of Ming Taizu, The northern Army Tuntian has had limited 

success. As for the academic general recognition that the northern 

border Army Tuntian to promote a very productive time, should be 

the 22nd year of Hongwu (1389) after the matter. 

 

Keywords: Ming Taizu, Ming-Meng War, border defense, Dong 

Bing Tuntian 

 

 

 


