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A Research Review of the Eight Banner System
Since 1989 to 2009

Lu Chih-Chun

Abstract

In 1615, Nurhaci set up the Eight Banner system combining the functions of
military, administration and economy. Afterwards, the Eight Banner system
played an important role in many campaigns which led the Manchu regime to
conquer China and build an empire. Accordingly, the bannermen became the
“foundation of the nation” in the Manchu emperor's mind. Scholars studying Qing
history generally regard the Eight Banner system as the unique institution for the
history of China, so they pay close attention to it. Recently, related research is
flourishing since the “New Qing History” pushes ahead with it. Therefore, this
essay will introduce and criticize some researches written by Chinese scholars
about Eight Banner system from 1989 to 2009. It is divided into five parts: the
establishment and development of the Eight Banner system, the Eight Banner
garrisons and the relationship between Manchus and Chinese, the membership of
the Eight Banner system, the life of the bannermen and the rectification of the

banners’ affairs, and the other aspects of the Eight Banner system.

Keywords: Eight Banner System, Eight Banner garrisons, the relationship
between Manchus and Chinese, Chinese-martial Bannermen, life of

the bannermen, banners’ land
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