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The Retrospect & Prospect of

Documentary Photography in

Taiwan: The Argument outside
Art View

Kao, I-hung”

Abstract

Documentary Photography began in 19th century and it was
introduced into Taiwan soon. Famous men in this field have been
through numerous wars and social issues for past more than one
century. For a long time, however, most studies of Documentary
Photography focusing on artistic level. Being more attention and
application generally in historical profession over the past decade.

Generally, two dimensions in Documentary Photography
study: Documentary Photography and The Theory of Documentary
Photography when remove art element. There have been many
treatises to introduce photographers and works all tomes in the
west. Other hand, no complete and overall study in Chinese
academia because limited photography law by National
Government and historical perspective be influenced by political
factors. Susan Sontag is the main researcher in Documentary

Photography world. Many supplements and criticism, from around

Master of Art at National Taiwan Normal University, Department of History.
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the world including art historians and news scholars, to her theory.

The greatest impact on historians from Documentary Photography
is historical memory. Historical memory was been studied
extensively, whereas thought power of Documentary Photography
can inspire imagination of historical circles. If historian had
Documentary Photography works and documents complement each
other, Documentary Photography research will not belong to only

social sciences and art.

Keywords: Documentary Photography, image, Historical
memory
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