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The Practice of “Emotional”
Teaching in History: The
Inquiry-based Instruction of
The Rover Incident

Te-Jen Chuang Ruei-Hong Tang Pei-Fen Sung”

Abstract

The curriculum guideline of 12-year basic education not only
indicates the ideal of competency-based instruction, but also raises
teachers' expectations through learner-centered instruction. To
implement the spirit of the curriculum guideline of 12-year basic
education, designing an emotional teaching should be a worthwhile
direction to improve teaching quality. Students are bored with
history class because the content in history is more about the past.
Therefore, how to arouse students’ emotions in history teaching is
the top priority to put the curriculum guideline into practice. This

paper discusses the necessity to develop an emotional teaching in

Te-Jen, Chuang: Teacher, Taipei Municipal Jianguo High school; Ruei-Hong, Tang:
Associate Professor, Department of History, Chinese Culture University; Pei-Fen,

Sung: Professor, Center for Teacher Education, National Taipei University
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history from four perspectives: the spirit of the curriculum
guideline, historical research, historical epistemology, and
neuroscience.

Three steps are required in the paper: (a) Use The Rover
Incident as the historical teaching material to design an inquiry-
based instruction; (b) discuss how history teaching can arouse
students’ emotions from the lesson plan; (c) put forward relevant
theories and teaching design concepts. The result of the action
research revealed that the mirror neuron system of the brain can be
considered as a good starting point to stimulate students’ emotions
in learning. First, teachers should guide students to expand
relevant contextualized knowledge by reading related historical
materials and texts.

Also, teachers should adopt the other-oriented empathy for
in-depth empathic learning in history, with asking correlated
questions and analyzing corresponding historical materials. Last,
teachers should guide students to experience and reflect on
important questions such as “Why study history?” and “The
meaning of learning history”, and then speculate on the different

9 <

meanings of history as “events”, “experiences” and “myths.”

Key Words: Historical Research and Practice, Emotional

Teaching, Neuroscience, Empathy



