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Jerome Grieder, Hu Shih and the Chinese Renaissance (Cambridge, Mass.: Havard
University Press, 1970), pp. 46-52, 117-128, 336-337.
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TEREFER AR E B 23R 2R - BB T B C R 8 B
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3 Lin Yu-sheng, The Crisis of Chinese Consciousness: Radical Antitraditionalism in The

May Fourth Era, (Madison: The University of Wisconsin Press, 1979), pp. 84-85, 90-91,
95-96, 100-101.
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HAER BARREN R SV ERERTREN YW | B2 KiEs
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intellectualism ) B EEREAZ 58 EAFERY - EHEHER TR LR
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Hu Shih’s Pragmatism and His Idea of History
Liu Chi-yao

Abstract

The theme of this article is the characteristics of the pragmatism of Hu Shih
(1891-1962) and its power to work on his idea of history. The foundation of the
pragmatism of Hu Shih is a methodological individualism and nominalism. In
Hu Shih’s point of view, the basic factors of human society and history are the
interests, wills, goals, and experiences of the individuals as the free agents.
Therefore, the most important capacity of the individual is the Creative
Intelligence, and the most important thing of the individual is the formation of
the Intellectual Individuality. The intellectualism of Hu Shih is nominal, open,
future-directed, and the intellectualism of Confucianism is realistic, closed, past-
directed, there is a revolutionary rupture between the two. The genetic method is
the core of Hu Shih’s pragmatic idea of history. He takes the present as the key
position and the turning point of the historical progress. For Hu Shih, the critical
attitude, as the Nietzschean transvaluation of all values, is the most important
thing in the historical studies. But, respect the real facts is the first principle of
the historical studies, and also the essence of the scientific spirit and the
scientific method. For Hu Shih, history is created by the individuals as the free
agents, history is fragmentary, there is no such a thing as the necessary totality of

history, history is an adventure without guarantee.

Key words: Hu Shih, Pragmatism, History, Idividualism, Nominalism, Methodology,
Truth, Reality
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