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Jin Dynasty Figures in Song Diplomatic
Itineraries

Chen, Chao-yang”

Abstract

Following the Treaty of Shaoxing, the Song and Jin courts established a
regular system of diplomatic exchanges, sending envoys annually. Upon
returning, Song envoys submitted official reports to the imperial court, while
some members of the missions also composed private accounts. These
writings, collectively known as diplomatic itineraries (shi Jin xingji), record
observations made during these missions.

This study examines five itineraries produced after the treaty—Shijin he
shengchen huan fuming biao, Beixing rilu, Lanpei lu, Beiyuan lu, and Shijin
lu—with a focus on their representations of Jin individuals. It compares the
identities of the persons recorded, analyzes the principles governing their
inclusion, and highlights both shared features and distinctive characteristics
across the texts.

The analysis shows that extant itineraries are largely structured around
travel observations and that interactions with Jin subjects generally occurred
within officially arranged settings. Variations among the texts reflect
differences in the authors’ roles within their missions, the nature of the
documents, and the political context at the time of travel. Notably, four of
the five itineraries draw heavily on information derived from common
people, suggesting that popular-level knowledge constitutes a central feature
of these sources. This study provides a foundation for further research into
the informational value of diplomatic itineraries and their use in

reconstructing Song—Jin relations.

Keywords: diplomatic itineraries, envoy writing, Song dynasty, Jin dynasty,
diplomacy
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