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Origin of the Buddhist Urna,” Bulletin of the Ancient Orient Museum, 8(1986), pp.41-54;
Katsumi, Tanabe. “Iranian Xvarnah and the Treasure of Shosoin at Nara in Japan,”
Iranica Antiquta, 23(1988), pp.365-381.
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57 Ivenernizzi, Antonio. “Facial Marks in the Parthian World,” p-44.
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% Sir Arthur Evans, The palace of Minos, Vol.3 (London: Macmillan, 1930), p.520; Rodney
Castleden, Mycenaeans (London & New York: Routledge, 2005), p.131.

O B ETIEHRAR A AT BER X BE > FEERA T MRE AW
BELKFARMOR A EHR > 4 A E. E. Kuz’mina, “Stages of Development of
Stock-Breeding Husbandry and Ecology of the Steppes in the Light of the Archaeological
and Palacoecological Datas (4™ Millennium BC- 8" Century BC),” in Bruno Genito ed.
The Archaeology of the Steppes: Methods and Strategies (Napoli: Istituto Universitario
Orientale, 1994), p.39, fig.6.
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Rodney Castleden, Mycenaeans, p.148.

Robert Drews, The coming of the Greeks: Indo-European conquests in the Aegean and the

Near East (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1988), pp.158-206.
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% Michele Pirazzoli-t'Serstevens; translated by Janet Seligman, The Han Dynasty (New

York: Rizzoli, 1982), p.134. fig.85.

Jessica Rawson, “Thinking the Pictures: tomb figures in the Chinese view of the afterlife,”

Transactions of the Oriental Ceramic Society, 61(1996/1997), p.33.
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B AR ¢ 45 B Michele Pirazzoli-t'Serstevens, The Han Dynasty, p.134. fig.85
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EH R - 45 B Jessica Rawson, “Thinking the Pictures : tomb figures in the Chinese view of the
afterlife”, p.33.
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% Ehsan Yarshater ed., The Cambridge History of Iran Vol. 3(1) (Cambridge: University
Press, 2000), pp.26-27; Malcolm A. R. Colledge, The Parthians (New York: Frederick A.
Praeger, Publishers, 1967), pp.22-35 ; Elton L. Daniel % + Z2#E:% - (#BE+ ) ( L
M R ER s - 2010) > HS5 e

70 Janos Harmatta ed., History of Civilizations of Central Asia Vol.Il (Paris: UNESCO
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2 E. G. Pulleyblank, “The Hsiung-nu Language,” Asia Major, 9:1-2(1962), pp.239-265. &
FABLEBE  GHxEF (LS REBOHTLAR) (X PEEAR
1999 ) » B 163-201 < 14 2k Vovin # & 7 7 L AR89 3% » Alexander Vovin, “Did the
Xiong-nu Speak a Yeniseian Language?,” Central Asiatic Journal, 44:1(2000), pp. 87-
104.
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" Sanping Chen, “Son of Heaven and Son of God: Interactions among Ancient Asiatic
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Cultures Regarding Sacral Kingship and Theophoric Names,” Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society, series3, 12:3(2002), pp.289-325.
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Cambridge University Press, 1985), pp. 25-41.
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7 Alexander Vovin, “Did the Xiong-nu Speak a Yeniseian Language?,” pp. 87-104.
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8 E. G. Pulleyblank, “The Hsiung-nu Language,” p.264. % if &4 5% %2 % R, Sencer
Divitgioglu, “Beyond the Hunnic Couplet,” Central Asiatic Journal, 48:2(2004), pp.185-
191.

81 'H. W. Bailey, Indo-Scythians Studies: being Khotanese texts Vol.VII, pp.40-41.
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C 1. Beckwith, Empires of the Silk Road: a History of Central Eurasia from the Bronze

Age to the Present (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2009), pp.404-405 - st &7°4 %
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# & > % B, Von Gustav Haloun-Géttingen, “Zur Ue-tsi-Frage,” Zeitschrift der

Deutschen Morgenlindischen Gesellschaft, Band. 91:2 (1937), pp. 316-318 ; {2 3L KR
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China ,15(1990), 45-46.
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University Press, 1929), pp.87.
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% Jessica Rawson & Emma Bunker, Ancient Chinese and Ordos bronzes (Hong Kong:

Oriental Ceramic Society of Hong Kong, 1990), pp.303-304, 342 ; Jeny F So & Emma
C.Bunker, Traders and Raiders on China’s Northern Frontier (Seattle and London:
Arthur M. Gallery, University of Washington Press, 1995), p.21-22, 90.
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Jerannine Davis-Kimball et al. Kurgan, Ritual Sites,and Settlements Eurasian Bronze and

Iron Age (Oxford: Publisher of British Archaeological Reports, 2000), p.303.
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Facial Marks of Hu People of the Han Dynasty and their

Inner Eurasia Affinities

Chen Chien-wen

Abstract

In research on the history of the Xiong-nu, the relationship between the
Xiong-nu and Iranian Nomads of Inner Eurasia is an aspect the Chinese
historians tend to overlook. This research discusses the relationship of the circle
shaped facial marks on the Hu people of the Han Dynasty or from Inner Eurasia
Nomads. We discovered that the marks on their faces are identical to the facial
marks of Parthian nobles. This type of facial marks has a long history in Central
Asia and was probably an important tradition among Iranian Nomads in this
early period. The Xiong-nu from the Han Dynasty era and the Parthians had the
same facial marks customs; the culture of Xiong-nu bears a striking resemblance
to that of the Iranian Nomads. The Saka (Early Iranian Nomads) probably once
played an important role in Xiong-nu tribal society. The Xiong-nu race and

culture may have been significantly influenced by Iranian Nomads.

Key words: Hu People, Xiong-nu, Facial Marks, Inner Eurasian, Parthians, Iranian
Nomads, Saka
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