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Located in the Northeast of Asia, the island of Japan has in the development of its history
et i A and diverse culture almost always had close contacts with China, from which it is only

: , _ .

"’ separated by a relatively narrow body of water. Prior to the watershed moment of the
modern period, when both countries entered a complex period during which they
exchanged roles, Japan was heavily influenced by the Chinese empire(s) in terms of
culture, trade, religion, and ideology, among other aspects. In what is the first of a
two-semester course, we will introduce Sino-Japanese relations prior to the Qing Dynasty,
focusing on the interaction and mutual influence in politics, culture and the economic
realm between premodern Japan, China and the Korean peninsula.
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